The film explores themes of familial and community belonging; the human imagination, memory, magic, ritual and fantasy; environmental and industrial degradation; the human relationship universal nature; the power of communal and individual grit, hope and love; the ancient past and the contemporary present; interracial/ethnic unity; the elements of life (earth, sky/wind, water and fire); death, fear and overcoming; the importance of food and other customs to human belonging; the in/justice of geography; the importance of art, dance, merriment, singing, strong drink, and the grammar of communal covenant, gender boundaries and unity, and much more… Beast of the Southern Wild & Earlham College: We are excited to report to you that one of the Co-Producers of Beasts of the Southern Wild, Josh Penn, is an Earlham graduate who is scheduled to join us on campus for a convocation on Monday, August 20th, at 1:00 p.m., in the Goddard Auditorium. Indeed, the college invites you to careful engagement with this film ahead of the campus-wide discussion to come with Penn, and with one another, during the fall semester.
To help each of you prepare for our time together exploring Beasts of the Southern Wild, perhaps it would be helpful to keep the following in mind as you interpret the film as a visual-audio text. As leading consumers of popular culture, your generation can excel at becoming enlightened witnesses to the connections, the similarities (or not), between cinematic representations and the cultural/natural word around us. Really good films invite us to consider our own lives, to think critically, and to transform. As the public intellectual and popular culture critic bell hooks suggests, there is a great power associated with visual representations as a primary pedagogical dimension of American life; and therefore, we must become more enlightened witnesses to this fact in our everyday moral lives. With the aforementioned in mind, watch the film (at least) a time or two. You are then invited to respond to eight (8) of the sixteen (16) guiding tasks and questions below:
